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were a certain protection, he was treated with less
severity than his associates. Barbin was thrown into
the Bastille, and was afterwards sentenced to life
imprisonment, a penalty which was indeed remit-
ted a few years later. Richelieu was treated with
courtesy, if not with cordiality. He resigned his
office and was presently ordered to retire to Lu^on;
in his own phrase, he was exiled to his bishopric.

There was much justification for Concini's over-
throw, and possibly his enemies were right in think-
ing that assassination was the only means by which
his power in the State could be destroyed, but only
avarice and blind animosity could explain the cruel
treatment inflicted upon his wife. The sudden
height to which this Italian serving-woman had
risen, the jealousy excited by her elevation, the in-
trigues of courtiers and politicians in which she was
involved, affected the good judgment she once pos-
sessed. It was not strange that a woman, naturally
ignorant and superstitious, and involved in danger
and perplexity, should have sought refuge in incant-
ations and sortilege and similar nonsense, and these
things were now made the pretext for her ruin..

No sooner was Concini murdered, than the royal
guards made their way to his wife's apartment. She
had already heard of the catastrophe, and, hiding in
the bed her jewels that were of enormous value, she
placed herself upon it. The guards entered the
chamber and ransacked it. They found and seized
the jewels, and carried the mare"chale to the Bas-
tille. She had done nothing which deserved any
severer penalty than banishment, but Luines andorder wastter theore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
